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Re:
Upcoming Luncheon; Memberships
Dear Members and Potential Members of J. Reuben Clark Law Society—Orange County:


We are very excited about the upcoming year.  We fully expect 80 to 95 attendees at most of our very interesting luncheons.  Our speakers will include our own Bill Bollard in March, who will speak about his experiences on national television, telling about freeing a man unjustly imprisoned in Mexico, accepting unpopular but just causes; our own judge Clay Smith, who will be sharing some important insights with us; an FBI agent (hopefully a female LDS, JD); and the Chief Justice of the Arizona Supreme Court and one of the founding members of the J. Reuben Clark Law Society, who will speak about the role of influencing laws with a religious background.

Next luncheon speaker, Kelly Crabb, will speak on his representation of Elizabeth Smart and handling high‑profile cases on January 21, 2004.


Attached is a flier about Kelly Crabb and his background to make it easy for you to sign up.  There are substantial discounts if you first become a Gold, Silver, or even a Bronze member.  Your reservation for the meeting must be mailed or faxed and accepted by January 14, 2004 to qualify for the discounts and to give us enough time to adequately plan with our caterer for the meal.  

So, please sign up now to take advantage of these discounts for our next luncheon and the rest of the luncheons throughout the year.  If you cannot attend a particular luncheon for which you prepaid, you can transfer it to a friend or we will donate the excess food to the homeless.  

December luncheon was a great success!
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Our own Judge Brett London gave a wonderful presentation on “Sacred Words in Public Places.”  We believe that the biggest luncheon crowd that our local organization has ever had in its entire history of 85 people attended the luncheon.  Committee Chairs made announcements and shared some goals regarding their responsibilities.
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Judge London addressed a topic that has been recently showcased in the news.  You may have heard about Alabama’s Chief Justice Roy Moore, who was fired for his insistence on displaying the Ten Commandments in the lobby.  Even in Utah, there are several lawsuits pending over the right to have the Ten Commandments in public places.  There is also an attack on other religious references in public matters, such as “In God We Trust” on our coins.  
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Judge London reviewed the entire history of both sides of the issue.  He shared an interesting issue over which version of the Ten Commandments should be displayed, if a display is in fact authorized.  Apparently, the Jewish, Catholic, and Protestant versions differ in various respects.  To display one version over another might show favoritism.  Some displays simply showcase a figure of the Ten Commandments with Roman numerals and no words to avoid that problem.  During the final 15 minutes, Judge London fielded interesting questions from the audience, such as the possible problem of religious institutions getting favorable tax treatment and the possible legal issues regarding it.  It was interesting and gratifying to have one of our own members, Judge London, be knowledgeable enough to present this subject.  He is a nationally recognized expert on the subject, and has even written a casebook used in law schools.  We hope to make use of him in the future to continue his comments on this subject that relates directly to our organization’s mission.

Please sign up as a member now.


There is a membership for everyone, from a Gold one, showing highest support for our group and its causes, to a free “Informational” member, who continues to receive information about our events and accomplishments.  We certainly hope that everyone who is on our mailing list who may be a prospective member becomes an actual member, at least in one of these categories.  


If you just take a minute or so to fill out the form and fax or mail it in, we can continue to send you important information about our group addressing law and religion.  Another copy of the Membership Form is attached.  Even if you cannot come to any of our meetings this year, please consider us a very worthy group for your support to help us really accomplish some great achievements this year.  I know many of you contribute to the Boy Scouts and other very good organizations, and I would suggest that this organization, especially with what we hope to accomplish here, is worthy of your support as well.  The funds are used to further the role of law and religion, support local law students and judges, aid the worthy OCBA programs, and give any excess food at our luncheons to a local homeless organization.  The money will be used for very appropriate causes.

Get involved!


With great speakers and goals, it’s time to get involved!  Sign up for one of our committees.  Help us accomplish something worthwhile this year.  Come to our luncheons, renew friendships with colleagues, obtain inexpensive MCLE credit, and hear inspirational and motivational speakers.  Send in your reservation for our next speaker promptly and fax or mail in your membership today.  


With your support, this will be a year of great achievement.







Very truly yours,







DON D. SESSIONS







2004 Chair

P.S. For a free BYU extern for 4 – 5 weeks this summer, contact Mary Hoagland at BYU (801) 422-7831.  If you can support BYU alumni in 500 signatures to bring “the Book of Mormon Movie” to Southern California theaters, contact Bill Chapman at wdchapman@cox.net.  Doug Higham, (949) 900-4410, is looking for a part-time receptionist.
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