
Women in the Law Activities and Events 
A catalog of some events sponsored by WIL sections in various chapters 

 
I .  Phoenix AZ chapter  

a .  Arizona WIL Lost  Boys Service Project :   On Saturday Oct ober  18,  
2008,  the Ar izona Women  in the Law Chapter  provided a  t r ain ing seminar to 
members of the Ar izona Lost  Boys Cen ter.   Nineteen  women  volun teered their  
services ei ther  in  the legal arena or  in  providing r efr eshmen ts.  

Ar izona WIL taught  the fol l owing classes:  Cr iminal  Law,  Immigrat ion , 
Con tracts,  Family Law and the Ar izona Cour t sys tem.  They a lso addressed 
overviews of the U.S.  Const i tut ion , r esponsi bi l i t ies and r igh ts of ci t izensh ip and 
job oppor tun i ties in the law.   There were approximately t wen ty- fi ve Lost  Boy 
a t tendees.  

Before WIL began  i ts presen ta tion , a  Lost  Boy re told us the h istory of the 
Lost  Boys.  We then watched a  “60 Minutes”  presen ta t ion about  the Lost  Boys.  
Aft er  the WIL presen ta t ion  we a l l  had the oppor tun ity t o ta lk wi th one another, 
answer  quest ions and hear per sonal stor ies of t r ia ls and accomplishmen ts.  

b.  Ha bita t  for  Humani ty Service Project .   On  October  10, 2009 the JRCLS Phoen ix 
Chapter ’s Women  in  Law Sect ion  had a  day of service.   Ha bi ta t  for  Humani ty 
needed help pain ting a r ecen t l y bui l t  duplex.   Women  in Law wa s there to help.   
About  15 wom en  drove many miles and spen t  several  hour s pain t ing. An added 
benefi t  was having the soon  to be new homeowners working side by side wi th  us.   

In  addi tion  to get t ing pain t  on legs,  arms and windows,  we accomplished the 
pain t ing task.  We not  on ly fel t  a  sense of accom plishmen t in  complet ing the 
pain t ing project ,  we a lso fel t  st r engthened t ies to one another  and to Wom en  in  
La w.   I t  was wonder ful  to work side by side in  a non -legal set t ing.   We got  to 
know ea ch  other bet ter  wh i le serving other s.   

 
II.   Orange County, CA Chapter  

a . The fi r st meet ing was held a t Mimi’s Café in Lake Forest  on  2/27/2006.  This 
was a  breakfa st  meet ing, wi th  approximately ten  people a t tending.  The meet ing 
was pr imar ily a  get -acquain ted and organ iz ing meet ing,  where we handed out  
JRCLS mem bersh ip forms and lists of even ts,  r eviewed wh y we were meet ing,  
asked each  a t tendee to introduce her sel f—where she l ived,  her  r ela t ionsh ip to the 
law.   We then had a  discussi on  on  future topics,  format , locat ions.   A handout  on  
the goals and purposes of the group was handed out  and discussed.  

b.  The second even t  organized by the Orange Coun ty Women’s Outreach Commit tee 
(Women  in the Law not  yet  organized on  the nat ional  or  in ternat ional  level)  was 
one of the chapter ’s r egular ly scheduled chapter  lunches,  held on 3/16/06 a t the 
chapter ’s r egular  meet ing place—the conference room of Knobbe,  Martens in 
Irvine.   We invi ted Cheryl  Preston ,  BYU law professor,  to speak on  “Fash ion ing 
Women  in Law,”  based on  a  video she had prepared r egarding percept ions of 
women  in fash ion  adver t ising and the di fferen t  messages sen t  by and about  
women ,  ver sus men .   Th is was the fi r st  t ime in i ts h istory that a woman had 
addressed the OC chapter  of the JRCLS.    

c.   The th ird meet ing was our  second breakfast  for  the OC women  lawyers,  a lso 
held at  Mimi’s Café in Lake Forest ,  on  June 5, 2006.   This meet ing was a  panel  
discussion  en t i tled,  “Ful l - t ime,  Part - t ime, No t ime:   Law and the Famil y.”   
Chapter  chair  Jeff Sh ields a t tended th is meet ing and indicated he was surprised 
and en ligh tened by the women’s per spect i ves.   Panel ists were Cather ine Evans 
(part - t ime lawyer ) ,  Dawn Mosley (“dormant”  lawyer ) ,  Donna Bashaw (ful l - t ime 
lawyer ) ,  and Jul ie Smith  (“dorman t”  lawyer ) .    

d.   On May 30,  2007,  we held a  lunch  meet ing a t  the Macaron i  Gr i ll  in Costa  Mesa.   
Approximately ten  a t tended.   At th is meet ing we again  had introduct ions and 
shar ing around the table of i ssues that the women  suggested.   Chapter  chair  Jeff 
Robinson  a t tended th is meet ing.   



e.  In  the fa l l  of 2008,  the Women’s Outreach  commit tee sponsored a  join t  lunch 
meet ing (a r egular  chapter  lunch meet ing for  a l l  members,  male and female)  
fea tur ing OC Presiding Judge,  Nancy St ock (not  a  member  of the JRCLS),  who 
spoke on  balancing law and home l i fe.  

f.   Part ly because of increased awareness prompted by the WIL sect i on ,  two of the 
r ecen t  annual  dinner  speaker s have been  wom en .   In 2006, the fi r st  woman  dinner  
speaker  in the 10-year  h istory of the chapter  was Cheiko Okazaki ,  and in 2008, 
the annual  dinner  speaker  was Susan Easton Black.  

g.  In  June 10, 2010,  the WIL sponsored a  lunch panel  presen ta t ion,  invi t ing the 
male members of the chapter  as wel l .   The topic was:  “La wyers as 
Entrepreneurs—star t ing and running your  own  law fi rm.”   The panel ists were 
three women—Donna Bashaw,  who star ted and manages a  success ful  elder  law 
fi rm;  El izabeth  Smith ,  who,  wi th her  husband E.  Gary Smith,  star ted an Orange 
Coun t y law fi rm in  1988 which  she st i l l manages toda y;  and Stacey Jue,  who left  
pr ivate law-fi rm pract ice to becom e corporate counsel  for  Fed Ex.   
Approximately 20 men  and 5 wom en  a ttended. 

 
III.  Los Angeles,  CA Chapter 

a.  WIL panel  and dinner,  10/21/2010, 7 pm,  featur ing Lisa  Cannon , CEO of StarBuzz,  
Mar ilyn  Jager,  Par tenr, Morr is,  Pol ich , & Purdy,  Susasn  Kamei , Assoc.  Dean ,  USC; 
and Ladel l  Muhlestein , Sr.  Counsel ,  Mann ing & Marder.  

b.  Other even ts sponsored by the LA chapter  wh ich  could be used as models for  topics 
for  WIL even ts:   (1)   “Per sonal  Values in  Decision  Making & Communicat ions” 
speaker—Dee Alsop,  CEO of Hear t  and Mind Stra tegies;  (2)   “Eth ics and 
Leader sh ip—a Jewish  Per spect i ve”  speaker  a  local  r abbi  and professor ;  (3)  
“Chal lenges facing US Attorneys in  the areas of Drug Traffi cking,  Human  
Traffi cking,  Violence against Women  and Chi ldren  and Nat ional  Secur i ty,”  speaker—
Bret t  Tolman,  former  US Att y,  Utah 

 
IV.  Salt Lake City Chapter 

a.  Nov.  4,  2008,  inaugural  even t .   Lunch  with  panel ists discussing “Seeking Balance as 
Women  Lawyer s.”   Panel ists were Judge Claudia  La ycock,  Gwyn  McNeal ,  and 
Barbara  Melendez. 

b.  Apr i l 13,  2010,  JRCLS luncheon  presen ta t ion fea tur ing Lisa  Yerkovi ch ,  Evel yn  
Furse,  and Melan ie Vartabedian , speaking on  “Women  Lawyers of Utah 's In it ia tive 
on  the Advancemen t  and Reten t ion  of Wom en  in La w Firms.”   Panel ists Lisa  
Yerkovich  (Shareholder  wi th  Ra y,  Quinney,  & Nebeker ) ,  Evel yn  Furse (Sen ior  Ci ty 
At torney with  Sal t Lake Ci t y,  Corporat ion ), and Melan ie Var tabedian  (Associa te 
wi th  Bal lard, Spahr, Andrews,  & Inger sol l ,  LLP) discussed the r esul ts of the 
In i tia tive on  the Advancemen t  and Reten t ion  of Women  in Law Firms.   
  

V.  Seattle Washington chapter 
a. Two brown-bag luncheons in downtown Seattle in 2010.  Attended by 6-8 women.  Informal get-

acquainted and discussion of issues. 
 

VI.  Inland Empire (CA) chapter (Riverside/San Bernardino) 
a. Inaugural  WIL-sponsored and organ ized even t ,  for  a l l members of the chapter :  

“Who Can  Find a  Virtuous Li t igator?  The In fluence of Vir tue in  the Cour ts.”  
Featur ing a  forum of dist inguished local  judges-- Just ice Douglas P.  Mil ler,  Judge 
Sherr i ll  A.  El lswor th ,  Judge Mark A.  Cope,  Judge Kel l y L.  Hanson ,  Judge Michael  J.  
Rush ton ,  Judge Gordon  R.  Burkhardt , Commissioner Bradley O.  Snel l .   Scheduled 
for  Fr ida y,  Oct .  22,  2010,  r ecept ion  6:30 p.m.  (Hors d’oeuvres & Desser t ) ,  7:00 p.m. 
Forum presen tat ion 
 


